STUDY GUIDE—CHAPTER TWO
1. The stories in the book of Genesis are not really about “how everything in the world began in the first place”.  What is her argument about the two stories of creation in the book of Genesis?

2. The word “mythos” in Greek means story.  What four teachings come from the stories or myths in Genesis 1-2? (p. 31)T

a.

b.

c.

d. 

3. The New Testament writers added Jesus the Christ to their understanding of the genesis of the world.  These ancient beliefs became part of the core theological affirmations of the early church. Read each passage and give a summary in your own words.:


a. John 1: 1-14

b. Colossians 1: 15-18

4. Define the challenge of Gnosticism or dualism to the biblical understanding of God’s creation.  How does the Christian tradition resolve this theologically? (p. 34-36)

5. Define the challenge of Marcionism (p. 37-38) How does the early Christian tradition respond to this internal theological idea?

6. Define the challenge of pantheism (p. 38-39).  How does the Christian tradition resolve this theologically?

7. What challenges does Galileo  bring?  What challenges do the doctrines of evolution bring?  How does Hellwig see the church affirming the theories of Charles Darwin, yet adding its own core truths?

8. What three theological affirmations does the church hold on to—as its theological center—in embracing the scientific doctrine of evolution?

a.

b.

c.

9.  What questions do you have? (list one)
STUDY GUIDE TWO—CHAPTER THREE (43-57)
10.  Why does she say that the doctrine of creation is not sufficient enough to explain and understand our modern world?

11. How is the story of Lucifer (or the devil) an explanation of the violence, evil and tragedy of our  world? (p. 44-45)

12.  How is the story of Adam and Eve and the Garden an explanation of the violence, evil and tragedy of our world? (p. 45-46)

13.  What is lost, according to her interpretation of the story of the fall? (p. 47).

14. Why does she say this is “a magnificent story?” (p. 48)

15.  Do you agree with her premise that we never begin with a clean slate-- the reality we are born into is unfair, tainted, distorted, flawed, compromised;  a fallen world filled with sin and evil and injustice?   Why or why not?

16.  What are six marks of the consequences of sin, according to Hellwig (p. 53-56).

17. What questions do you have? (list one)
